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Understanding Sustainable Development — Agenda 21

Introduction

You may have heard people talking about Sustainable
Development — in public meetings, on television and on
the radio. Consultants talk about it, university professors
lecture on it, and at all levels of government, it 1s now
being mandated. But what is Sustainable Development?

That is precisely the question this guide is intended
to address. In the following pages, you will read of
the origins of Sustainable Development, its theoretical
underpinnings, its major programs, and how it is
implemented.

When you have finished reading this document, you
will have the knowledge necessary to begin identifying
the vast array of Sustainable Development programs that
exist and continue to arise.

Please recognize this document for what it 1s: a unique
opportunity to learn more about Sustainable Development.
Then you can make a difference in your community by
supporting present and future actions that restore and
protect the rights and well-being of you, your family, and
your fellow citizens.

More information on the nature and consequences
of Sustainable Development is available from Freedom

Advocates. (http://www.FreedomAdvocates.org)
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PCSD operated through 1999, but its actions to promote Sustainable
Development have taken root, and now exert an increasing influence
in communities across America.

International organizations such as the U.N., and its accredited
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), generally consider
Sustainable Development and Agenda 21 to be synonymous.
Therefore, in order to avoid confusion and equivocation, Sustainable
Development will be the term used throughout this document to refer
to both. Agenda 21 will only be used to refer to the actual document
from the Rio Earth Summit.

At times, the political agenda embodied in Sustainable
Development is implemented under other names for purposes of
political expediency. J. Gary Lawrence, a planner for the city
of Seattle, and advisor to the President’s Council on Sustainable
Development, said in 1998, that, “Participating in a U.N. advocated
planning process would very likely bring out many ... who would
actively work to defeat any elected official ... undertaking Local
Agenda 21. So we will call our process something else, such as

o« H . » 113
comprehensive planning, growth management,” or “smart
growth.” *

The Antithetical Foundations of Liberty
and Sustainable Development

“Property must be secured, or liberty cannot exist.”
— John Adams

It has long been known that liberty is tied to the institution of
private property. The Decalogue codified private property in four
words: “Thou shalt not steal.”

“Private property and freedom are inseparable.”
— George Washington

4. Lawrence, J. Gary, The Future of Local Agenda 21 in the New Millennium,
The Millennium Papers, UNED-UK, Issue 2, (1998), 3.

_ 4 —
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The institution of private property was understood by those
who participated in the American Experiment *and its principles
were consequently included in the Declaration of Independence, the
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.® The right to property as outlined
in those documents is premised on an owner’s determination of its use,
provided that such use does not disturb the equal rights of another.

“...all Men...are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are

Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.”

— The Declaration of Independence

Which Philosophy of Rights?

Nature Individual Rights Community Rights
Source U.S. Declaration of Independence U.N. Declaration of Human Rights

TG K il Protect the natural or Control the individual for
e iondl unalienable rights of each the greater good of a global
individual community

“That all Men are
created equal, that they
are endowed by their
Creator with certain
unalienable rights...”

“Rights and freedoms
may in no case be
exercised contrary to the
purposes and principles
of the United Nations”

You’re born with rights, Government grants, restricts
government exists to protect | or withdraws your rights
them. You and the product of | according to its needs. You
your labor belong to you. and the product of your labor
belong to the community.

In short

© 2007 FREEDOMADVOCATES

5. Soapes, Emily Williams. “The American Experiment: Living with the
Constitution.” Prologue: Journal of the National Archives 19, no.3 (Fall 1987):
185-189.

6. See also Machan, Tibor, Private Rights & Public Illusions, Transaction
Publishers, New Brunswick (1995).

5
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Economy:

The International Redistribution of
Wealth and the Creation of Public/Private
Partnerships

“..current lifestyles and consumption patterns

of the affluent middle class — involving high meat intake,
use of fossil fuels, appliances, home and work air
conditioning, and suburban housing are not sustainable.”
— Maurice Strong,

Secretary General, U.N. Conference on Environment and
Development, 1992. (Also known as the

Rio Earth Summit, where Agenda 21 was unveiled.)

According to its preamble, “The developmental and environmental
objectives of Agenda 21 will require a substantial flow of new and
additional financial resources to developing countries.” Language
throughout Agenda 21 erroneously assumes that life is a zero-sum
game (the wealth of the world was made at the expense of the poor,
making them even poorer). This critique of economic ills denies the
ingenuity of private action, individual determination, and truly free-
market innovation, and leads inevitably to the conclusion that if the
conditions of the poor are to be improved, wealth must be taken from
the rich. Sustainable Development embodies this unjust redistribution
of wealth both in theory and in implementation, effectively lowering
the standard of living in America to that of the rest of the world.

The Draft Covenant on Environment and Development states in
Article 8: “...equity will be achieved through implementation of the
international economic order ... and through transfers of resources to
developing countries...”” When in fact such justification covers up the
real transfer of power and resources which is to the elite cabal that
drives world government.

In addition to its appeal for the international redistribution
of wealth, Sustainable Development is actually restructuring the
economy, molding it not on private enterprise but on public/private
partnerships.

_8 —
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Public/private partnerships bring businesses desiring the protection
offered by government’s legalized force together with government
agents that want the power that comes with economic control. The
power of economics, and the force of government, must serve as a
check and balance on each other; combining the two will ultimately
result in tyranny. Free enterprise is lost amid subsidies, incentives,
tax-breaks, and insider privilege, and with it goes the notion that the
customer is the final determiner of how resources are allocated in
production. The Sustainable Development “partnerships” involve
some corporations — domestic and multinational — some tax-exempt
family foundations, select individuals, and collectivist politicians and
their administrations. Of these participants, only elected politicians
are accountable to the public for their actions.

Environment:
Nature Above Man

Americans support laws and regulations that are designated to
effectively prevent pollution of the air, water, or the property of
another. Yet, it is increasingly clear that Sustainable Development
uses the environment simply as the means to promote a political
agenda. For example, Al Gore says that Sustainable Development will
bring about “a wrenching transformation” of American society. °

Sustainable Development is ostensibly concerned with
the environment; it is more concerned with restructuring the
governmental system of the world’s nations so that all the people
of the world will be the subjects of a global collective. Many of
its proposed implementation strategies require the surrender of
unalienable rights.

10. “Minor shifts in policy, marginal adjustments in ongoing programs,
moderate improvements in laws and regulations, rhetoric offered in lieu of
genuine change — these are all forms of appeasement, designed to satisfy

the public’s desire to believe that sacrifice, struggle, and a wrenching
transformation of society will not be necessary.” Gore, Al, Earth in the Balance.
Plume (1993): 274.

-9 _
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Stakeholder council meetings are typically arranged under the
auspices of soliciting input from community members on a project.
This project may be initiated by local public officials, a local non-
profit organization, a national or regional non-profit organization, or
an NGO. * It is very rare for community members to instigate the
stakeholder “visioning” process.

A typical stakeholder council meeting is run by a trained
facilitator. ** It is not the facilitator’s job to make sure that all views
are entered into the record. His job, instead, is to guide the group
to arrive at a consensus on the project. The consensus process has
no mechanism for recording minority views. Since he is being paid
by the organization responsible for the project, it is in his interest
to arrive at a consensus sympathetic to the desired outcome of the
project. Tactics vary between the facilitators, but consensus generally
is reached by using subtle means to marginalize opposition, such as
recording only the “good” ideas, and allowing criticism only for the
“bad” ideas.

A Sustainable Development stakeholder meeting in Greenville,
South Carolina, was adjourned with a frank admission by the paid
facilitator that they had not reached the consensus that he needed to
support the predetermined plans. '°

Why all the effort to gain support for programs few citizens want?
The answer to this question lies in the origin of each specific project.
Sustainable Development projects are often initiated at the directive

13. Recall that many Non-Governmental Organizations are accredited by the
U.N., making them international, or multinational in their political purpose.

In this sense, they might be more appropriately called “Global Governance
Organizations.”

14. Professional facilitators are frequently paid thousands of dollars for only a
few hours of work.

15. Dill, Bob, Land Use Leaders Declare Defeat; Wrong Consensus Reached,
Meetings Cancelled, Times-Examiner, Greenville, South Carolina. Steven Lipe,
the meeting organizer, announced that “the consensus is that we don’t have
enough people to make change. As far as I am concerned, our meeting is done.”
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of NGOs or non-profit organizations that have — or create — fear over
problems that are portrayed as a crisis: development near a riparian
corridor, poor water management infrastructure, or too many cars on
the freeway are common examples.

Once a problem has been identified, every NGO, non-profit, and
local government body has a vast stock of Sustainable Development
solutions at hand, provided by the International Council for Local
Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI). Indeed, ICLEI has a veritable
treasure trove of boilerplate solutions for change agents, enabling
them to “identify” problems with the goal of implementing
predetermined outcomes that advance Sustainable Development
policies.

ICLEI: Local Governments for Sustainability
is directing policies that cause:
- stack ’em and pack ’em housing
- traffic congestion
- inaccessible open space
- managed control over our lives
- mismanagement of water supplies
- prohibition on natural resource management
leading to increased fire hazards and private
property restrictions

Image 2: ICLEI aka The International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives

ICLEL launched in 1990 at the World Congress of Local
Governments for a Sustainable Future, is based in Toronto, Canada,
but has offices around the globe, including Oakland, California. Its
stated mission is to provide policy recommendations to assist local
governments in the implementation of Sustainable Development.

16. cf. Taylor, Jerry, op cit.
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Understanding Sustainable Development — Agenda 21

Simulated Reserve and Corridor System to Protect Biodiversity
As Required by the UN Covention on Biological Diversity, Wildlands Project,
UN and US Man and Biosphere Programs and World Heritage Program as a

Vital Step in Attaining Sustainable Development

This map was used in the United States Senato to stop the ratification of the
~ United Nations C. on Bi

%
T
120

u Litte to no human use

Buffer Zones—Highly Regulated Use

Border 21/La Paz Sidebar Agreement
of NAFTA-200 Mile Wide International
Zone of Cooperation

Taken From: The United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity, Article 8a-e; United Nations Global Biodiversity
Assessment, Section 13.4.2.2.3; US Man and the Biosphere Strategic Plan, UN/US Heritage Corridor Program, "The
Wildlands Project,” WildEarth, 1992. Also see Science, "The High Cost of Biodiversity,” 25 June, 1993, pp 1968-1871
and the Border 21 Sidebar of NAFTA. The very high percentage of buffer zone in the West is due to the very high
percentage of federal land. NOTE: Do not use this map for real estate purposes.

Copyright 1997, Environmental Perspeclives, inc. (207) 945-9878

Normal Use .
Indian Reservations

B Military Reservations

2004, FF1 20719359078

Image 3: Prepared by Dr. Michael Coffman, Environmental Perspectives, Inc.

Sustainable Development
Land Use Programs

Sustainable Development is a plan for global control including the
restriction of land-use and resource extraction. The land use element
of Sustainable Development calls for the implementation of two action
plans designed to abolish private property: the Wildlands Network and
Smart Growth. Upon final implementation of these plans all human
action is subject to control.

— 16 -
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Since all things ultimately come from natural resources on rural
lands, the transfer of the landscape from citizen control to government
control will make it easy for government and its partners — NGOs,
certain foundations and certain corporations — to control what we
have, what we do, and where we go. The transformation of free
societies into collectivized societies through Sustainable Development
ensures the dominance of a ruling elite which, by definition, excludes
all but a very select few.

The Wildlands Network

The Wildlands Network (aka Wildlands Project) is the plan to
eliminate human presence on “at least” 50 percent of the American
landscape,' and to heavily control human activity on most of the rest
of American land. Examples of the piece-by-piece implementation of
the Wildlands Network include road closings, the policy of breaching
dams and the adoption of United Nations World Heritage Sites — which
are systematically being closed to use.

“Conservation biologists now agree that protecting isolated
pockets of habitat isn’t enough to protect our bears, jaguars,
beavers, birds and other wildlife — the only way to protect them is to
practice conservation on a continental scale,” announced Wildlands
Project Executive Director, Leanne Klyza Linck, at the Society of
Environmental Journalists Conference on September 12, 2003.

The most significant tools of the Wildlands Network i1s the rapidly
expanding imposition of habitat “protection” provisions under the

19. Reed Noss, who made this assertion in 1992, reiterated his commitment
in a recent interview: “Fifty percent is an estimate I made years ago of

the proportion of an average region that would need to be managed for
conservation in order to meet well-accepted conservation goals ... [It] turns
out I was pretty much on the mark ...” (Range Magazine, Fall 2003, p42) Noss
has been the Science Editor for Wild Earth, the quarterly publication of the
Wildlands Project.
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The North American Union
and the Trans-Texas Corridor

The Trans-Texas Corridor is a major component in the creation
of a North American Union (NAU). The Corridor facilitates the
political-economic equalization of Mexico, Canada and the United
States through the establishment of trade routes, toll roads, utility
lines and inland “ports.” These systems are to be developed, managed
and owned by various multi-national corporations working in “public/
private partnership” with government(s). 25
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Image 4. The Trans-Texas Corridor as originally displayed
on the North America’s SuperCorridor Coalition (NASCO) website,
http://www.nascocorridor.com/

24. Corsi, Jerome R., The Late Great USA - The Coming Merger with Mexico
and Canada (Chapter 6), World Ahead Media, Los Angeles, CA (2007).
25. Texans Uniting for Reform & Freedom: http:/www.TexasTurf.org
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In order to meet the global equalization objectives of the economic
‘E’ (see page 8), the Sustainable Development system requires global
management of trade directed by the World Trade Organization
(WTO) pursuant to policy created by the World Bank.

This system of managed trade necessitates bringing down
American production and middle class standards of living to a
“sustainable” level. Similar to the European Union, the North
American Union calls for an eventual merger of countries (Canada,
Mexico, and the United States). By design, this leads to regional
governance that sacrifices our unalienable rights and national
sovereignty. ¢

Abusing Eminent Domain to Promote
Public/Private Partnerships

The anti-private property Supreme Court decision, Kelo v. City
of New London, *" enables projects like the Trans-Texas Corridor
to transfer private property and/or public infrastructure to private
entities including foreign corporations. The Kelo decision neutralized
the “public use” requirement of the Fifth Amendment. 2

America is being transformed.

26. Henry Lamb’s DVDs contain information on the North American Union
and the Trans-Texas Corridor: https://secure.freedom.org/eco/nauboth.dyn
27. Kelo v. City of New London, 545 U.S. 469 (2005); 125 S. Ct. 2655.

28. Institute for Justice: http://www.ij.org/
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